
 
 

Milford & District u3a Monthly Newsletter 
October2022 

 

Content: Chairman’s Message, Friday Talk, Passing of Queen Elizabeth, U3a 40th Birthday Celebrations - Revue by Lavinia 

Martins, Outings, Group News, Volunteers still needed, Message from Membership Secretary 

 

Chairman’s Message 

I would like to thank all the members of the ‘Singing for Fun’ Group, and the 

‘Poetry for Everyone Group’, led by Wayne Richardson and Pauline Wigham 

respectively, for the wonderful concert they gave as the centrepiece of the u3a 

day celebration on the 17th of September. This concert was preceded by the Fun 

‘Quiz Challenge’ hosted by Ian Honeysett which got members in the mood for 

the afternoon. 

One thing that has come up is that people seem confused as to where 

information about Milford u3a is posted. We have a monthly Newsletter which goes to everybody, 

for those who have web access, by email, and for the few that don’t, by post.  

The Newsletter covers things which are coming in the next few months like, announcements of 

new activities, and is the method that Groups can report what they have recently achieved, to u3a 

members as a whole. An example might be that the Newsletter initially reports that people are 

looking to start a new Group, and they are asking members to contact an individual if they are 

interested. Subsequently those people who have expressed an interest will be contacted by email 

or telephone by the Group Leader, advising of the agreed arrangements.  

The Programme, and the Calendar that is on our website will also be updated to show the details 

of the New Groups. Although existing members will have received a Programme by post or email 

in August, the activities we are putting on will be updated as new Groups are started up, and as 

contact details change throughout the year. For those unfamiliar with our web site, the programme 

is available from the drop down box under ‘What we do’. The Newsletters are also posted on the 

web site, under the drop down box from ‘Help and Resources’.  

In addition to the web site, we also have a Facebook page, which will have a series of posts, 

which quite often have come from stories from the Newsletter, in an attempt to attract a wider 

audience. The u3a generally uses emails to send out changes resulting from unforeseen events, 

such as new Covid restrictions, or more recently the death of Queen Elizabeth II. We also send 

out reminders a few days before events for the membership as a whole.  John Oakey. 

Facebook:  

Search Facebook for: Milford & District U3A  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1356098318184548 

 

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness.  Yes of course it is.  The 

season of Harvest and Halloween and half term holidays, of 

spooks and pumpkins and wine tasting. Enjoy the culmination of 

the natural year. 
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A Moment in History 
 

In September we mourned the death of our Queen Elizabeth II.  
Many u3a members have lived their own lives in historic parallel 
with the Queen. Many of us were children when she was a child, 
As her babyhood and childhood photos were shown, so our 
parents showed ours.  She was evacuated from London during 
WWII, and as a teenager, she volunteered as many did, for 
service in the Army.  With her marriage to Prince Philip, and the 
births of her own children, many of us experienced similar life 
experiences alongside her. We have given thanks for her long 

reign, her long life of service and the example of the way she supported her people in the best way 
that she could. Thank you Ma’am. 

 
Now we have a change but also continuum in the reign of King Charles III. 
 
King Charles III has also been known to us all his life as Prince 
Charles and he will reign alongside not only his own generation, 
but will carry forward his own family in our service.  Our young 
people will live a life which will carry, with this King, the best of 
the past, and with the foresight that he has been shown to 
possess, a vision for the future. 
 
At this time we all recognise the weight of obligation, the Royal 
Family take on, even in the grief of their loss.   
 

 
OUTINGS ORGANISER,   SUE LOSSON 

 
The first tour is planned to visit The Poppy Factory in Richmond on 

Thursday 10th November. 
 
Explore the home of Remembrance in Richmond as The Poppy Factory 

marks its centenary in 2022. Discover the story of the people behind the poppies at the 
charity’s new visitor centre and exhibition. 
 
Established in the aftermath of the First World War, The Poppy Factory developed into 
a community of wounded and injured veterans and their families. You can see how 
veterans still make Royal and regimental wreaths by hand and have a go at making 
your own poppy. Today, The Poppy Factory is a national charity that supports veterans 
with health conditions on their journey into all kinds of employment. 
 
As part of your visit, you’ll enjoy a delicious Factory Tea-break served by veteran 
baristas. We arrive at 3pm and the visits are usually 90 minutes. We can only run this 
OUTING if we have enough members to cover the costs.In order to secure a 
coach, early booking is necessary.  Please email: outings@milford-u3a.org.uk 
without delay if you would like to join this interesting tour. The cost of the coach is 
dependent on numbers, but with entry and tea should be around £30. 

 

mailto:outings@milford-u3a.org.uk
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40th  u3a Day Celebration 17th September 2022 
 

Revue by Lavinia Martins 

 
Individual u3a branches were encouraged to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the u3a organisation 

in their own way and we decided that there was no better way than with tea, cake and 

entertainment!   

So the afternoon of Saturday, 17th September got off to a flying start with a Fun Quiz run by Ian 

Honeysett, loosely based around the theme ‘40’. 

Following the Quiz, an audience of around 70 members and guests enjoyed a Concert, singing 

and poetry readings from, respectively, the Singing for Fun and Poetry for All groups.   

Wayne & Kay Richardson’s fantastic choir sang no less than 13 songs, some well-known from 

musical theatre and film (Cats, The Lion King, Chicago, Anything Goes, Man of La Mancha) others 

perhaps lesser known and ending with ‘You Raise Me Up’, the massive Westlife hit song. 

After each pair of songs, we enjoyed a quieter moment with poetry readings from the Poetry for All 

leader, Pauline Wigham, and one of her group members, David Tarry.  As well as works by Dylan 

Thomas, W.H Auden and John Betjeman, a poem entitled ‘Philip Came To Me Today’ specially 

written by Joanne Boyle reminded us that we were still in the period of mourning following the 

death of HM Queen Elizabeth II.  The readings ended with a poem to make us all smile – 

“Warning” by Jenny Joseph (“When I Grow Old, I Shall Wear Purple……”) 

Following the end of the Concert, the audience joined the Choir in singing the National Anthem. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jackie Tickner is ready to cut the 

Celebration cake 
 

Many thanks to Sue Allen for taking photographs as well as singing in the choir during the Celebration on 
17th September. 
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Ian Honeysett challenging us with his Quiz 

 

 
 

Ian Honeysett here, entertaining the audience with his Quiz Challenge This was the first 
part of our u3a Fortieth Anniversary Celebration. This Group meets on the 2nd Monday of 
the month from 1400 -1600 at The Unitarian Church Hall, Meadrow, Godalming.  Contact 
honeysett@btinternet.com   01483 429615.483 429615 

 

 
 

Wayne Richardson and his Singing For Fun Group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The ‘Singing for Fun Group meets every Tuesday of the month at Chichester Hall from  
10.00 – 12.00pm.Contact: Wayne Richardson kayforwayne@gmail.com.    07765 350181 

 
 

mailto:honeysett@btinternet.com
mailto:kayforwayne@gmail.com
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Poetry for Everyone 
 
 
 
. 

 
 
 
 
Pauline Wigham Leader of 
The ’Poetry for Everyone ‘Group. 

 

 
 

 

David Tarry reading poems for the ‘Poetry For 
Everyone’ Group. 
 
 
 
 
 

The ‘Poetry for Everyone Group meets on the 1st Tuesday of the month at St John’s Church Hall 
from 1400 – 15.30pm Contact Pauline-wigham@milford-u3a.org.uk.    01483 810731. 
 

 

 
MONTHLY FRIDAY AFTERNOON TALK on14th October  

 

CARBON NEUTRALITY:  WAVERLEY BORO’ COUNCIL’S RESPONSE TO THE CLIMATE 
EMERGENCY 

 

Speakers: Fotini Vickers and Steve Williams 

 

 
 

 

mailto:Pauline-wigham@milford-u3a.org.uk
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Groups 

Current Affairs is Up and Running! 

  

It’s at the same place St John’s Church Hall,  and the 

same time 1400 -1600 on the 4th Thursday of the 

month, just as last year, see details below. 

  

We discuss a wide range of subjects: local, national, international and 

general. We learn from the exchanges and often from the specialised 

knowledge of members. 

  

Sadly Robert Bailey has had to give up his excellent stewardship of 

Current Affairs.  His sessions were always interesting, frequently lively, 

and often thought provoking. As Robert said last year, people have 

always just kept coming, and it can’t just be for the tea and biscuits! 

Robin West and I are keen to keep up his good work.  We have room for 

more members at the moment. Mike. 

  

4TH Thursday in the month,  2p to 4pm 

Sep 22, Oct 27, Nov 24, Jan 26, Feb 23, Mar 23, Apr 27 

Mike Perrin   mike-perrin@milford-u3a.org.uk   07976 645187 

  

 

 

 
Photography for Pleasure 

 
This new group is for anyone who enjoys photography and getting out with 
the camera.  The type of camera is unimportant, preferably digital, but any 
photographic equipment welcomed from a Smartphone upwards.  All that 
is required is a desire to take pictures and have some creative fun.  This 
group meets on the 3rd Friday in the month and October 21st is the next one 
Contact: Sue Allen…challenger@live.co.uk……07393 984148 

 

 
Our u3a needs a Publicity Organiser 

Our publicity files are empty, the diary and all the pens stand 

waiting and eager to get our u3a recognised by the local papers 

and magazines.  The organiser would have free hand to spread 

the news of what we do. Most of it can be done online. There 

would be plenty of support if needed.  Please consider yourself 

as one who could fill this very interesting position in our team. 

Contact:   chair@milford-u3a.org.uk 

mailto:mike-perrin@milford-u3a.org.uk
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/Milford%20u3a%20Newsletter/!st%20edition%20%20copy%20The%20basic%20format%20is%20fine%20for%20a%20monthly%20E%20newsletter.docx
mailto:chair@milford-u3a.org.uk
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A reminder from your Membership Secretary that………. 

Memberships lapse automatically six weeks after 1st September so, if by the middle of October, 

you haven’t paid your subscription, you will no longer receive communications from us nor be able 

to attend or join interest groups.  If you have any queries about your membership, please feel free 

to contact me.  Lavinia Martins    01483 273360    membership@milford-u3a.org.uk 

 

 
Website – Milford and District u3a 

Our Programme – Keep Up to Date! 
The paper copy of our programme was published as Version 1.0 but there 
have been 5 updates since then!   
 
To see the latest version go to our website HERE. 

 
Inside the front cover there is a table giving brief details of the changes.  It currently looks like this:   
 

 
 

Checking this page will quickly let you know if you need to dig deeper. 
 

webmaster@milford-u3a.org.uk 

 
  

 

IU3a Online Learning Events 
 
The National u3a have Zoom Online Learning Events which are like 
going to a Talk as we do every month in our own u3a branch.  You 
can sign on for these, without payment.  They are run by the u3a for 
the u3a.  If you would like to receive notice of further events and many 
other subjects, Hold down the CTRL button on your keyboard and 
Click the link here: 
 
Online Zoom programmes  https://u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events 
 
 

mailto:membership@milford-u3a.org.uk
https://wp.milford-u3a.org.uk/our-programme/
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/Milford%20u3a%20Newsletter/webmaster@milford-u3a.org.uk
https://u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events
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We’re all as young as yesterday  We’re all as young as yesterday  

With many dreams to warm our hearts  And all the happy days we’ve known 

And ease the hurt and sorrow.   Will help our thoughts to wing. 

The years may bring us aches and pains Though life may touch our souls with 

And lines we’d like to hide,    pain, Don’t let the doubts creep in, 

But cheerful thoughts can keep us young. But cherish all the joyful times  

We’re twenty-one inside.    And keep your youth within.  

I found this poem in a little old notebook on the day before the funeral of the Queen. I don’t know 

who wrote it.  It seemed appropriate in remembering the Queen who ‘Kept her youth within.’ 

 

 

 
Jogging 
I saw this on a wall in Epsom recently. ‘There is no situation, no age, and no condition where 
exercise is not a good thing.  In Edinburgh u3a we have a jogging group which meets for a gentle 
jog in different parks and byways around our city.  We wear whatever clothing we want, run at our 
own pace and walk when we feel like it.  No pressure!  There is a social dimension, of course, with 
refreshment after the run and now we are all evangelists for jogging.  David, Edinburgh u3a 

 

Newsletter 

 
The Newsletter is yours: to share the news of your groups and to show those who don’t belong to 

it what they are missing, but seriously, to show our members what is available beyond what they 

can read in the Programme, and to celebrate and share the pleasure you get from your group. It 

doesn’t have to be the leader who sends in a short article.  When you do send in an article, will 

you get the group involved, to act up in a photograph, if you can please.  I really want to use 

active, real-life pictures of our u3a. 

Because I have used so many photographs in this issue of the Newsletter, I have had to reduce 

the size and quality of them.  I shall send the originals to Bob Fearnley, Webmaster, so that you 

can download the original copies. 
 

. pam-brown@milford-u3a.org.uk 

 
The Closing Date for entries in the November Newsletter is Thursday 27th October. 

 
 

file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/Milford%20u3a%20Newsletter/pam-brown@milford-u3a.org.uk

