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Summer 
Newsletter content:Chairman’s Message, Committee Notices, U3A Day Celebration, Membership Renewals, Committee 

Roles, HELP?  Milford Bridge Group, Website News. 

 

 

Chairman’s Message 

During the summer we have been completing next year’s 
Programme, and members will soon receive this, either on-line, or if 
they are not connected to the web, in paper form. 
 
I am pleased to say we have a number of New Groups, and we will 
be resurrecting ‘The Outings’ which were suspended during the 
Covid pandemic, so hopefully, there will be several things that will 

prove interesting to all our Members. There are a small number of Groups which are 
not on offer this year, but there is always the Opportunity for members to become 
Group Leaders, with assistance from the Committee, and for Groups to be added as 
the Season Progresses. 
 
Having reviewed the Programme, you will be invited to re-join our U3A for 2022/23, 
and once you have re-joined you can confirm with the respective Group Leaders 
your intentions to join the Groups that they lead.  
 
In early September we celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the U3A in this country, with 
our U3A Day Event.  We will be showcasing the activities of several of our groups. 
 
In the meantime enjoy the summer sun and recharge your batteries for the year 
ahead. John Oakey   chair@milford-u3a.org.uk 
 

Members 
 
 
At the time of writing, we have 599 Members and 47 Groups 
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U3A DAY  
17th September 2022 

 
Many of you know, 2022 represents the 40th Anniversary of the U3A 

foundation in the UK, and we will celebrate our U3A day on September 17th in 

Milford Village Hall.  

There will be an afternoon concert by members of the Singing for Fun Group, 

with readings from the Poetry for Everyone Group, followed by a Quiz. There 

will also be a poster display from various Groups advertising what they do. Do 

please take the opportunity to find out more about Groups outside your own.  

John Oakey 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY – LAVINIA MARTINS 

REGARDING MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

Around the 8th August we will be sending everyone an invitation to renew their Milford & District 

u3a membership for the year 1st September 2022 – 31st August 2023.  The membership fee is £20 

per person.  The easiest way to do this is online via the Beacon Portal.  Instructions on doing so 

will be given in the renewal invitation letter.  The most important thing is to enter your personal 

details exactly as they will appear in the letter.   Therefore, if your name, postcode or email 

address have changed in the last year, please make sure you have advised me or amended them 

yourself through the Beacon system. 

Once you have successfully accessed Beacon, you can choose to renew your membership by 

debit or credit card and you will receive automatic and immediate confirmation when this has gone 

through. 

Other ways to renew:  if you use online banking, you can make a BACS payment quoting your 

postcode by way of reference.  There is no need to complete an electronic or paper form unless 

there are changes to your membership (especially Gift Aid eligibility) that I should know about. 

Last but not least, you can send me a cheque in the post (address will be given in the renewal 

letter).  This is obviously the least preferred option as there is a good deal of work involved in 

manually processing cheques, but perfectly acceptable!  Again, I don’t need a paper form unless 

any of your details have changed. 

You can now download a copy of the 2022/23 Programme from our website (www.milford-

u3a.org.uk) or I can send you a printed copy in the post.  For this, please send a C5 sized SAE 

(22.9 x 16.2cms) to me at 26 Worcester Drive, Cranleigh GU6 7FW. 

If you have any queries at all regarding membership, please do not hesitate to contact me – 

jlmartins402@gmail.com or 01483 273360. 

http://www.milford-u3a.org.uk/
http://www.milford-u3a.org.uk/
mailto:jlmartins402@gmail.com
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Highlighting Roles of Committee Members: 

 

 

The Role of the local u3a Chair 

 

From a local perspective the main role is to Chair the committee meetings, 

and to allocate resources when new problems or opportunities arise, 

outside the normal roles of the Committee members.  

The Committee meetings themselves consist of reports from all the main officers on the 

Committee. The number of meetings varies a lot between different u3a’s but typically within Milford 

u3a they occur every 6-8 weeks. With a greater frequency at the start or end of any new season.  

Historically, these used to be held face to face on Monday evenings, and whilst sub groups do 

meet occasionally face to face, the formal Committee meetings are held on Zoom, as this has 

become the preferred format. 

The Chair is also named on Bank accounts with The Treasurer and the general principle is that 

any significant changes require both signatures. 

Outside of the local u3a, the Chair is the person who represents the organisation to the wider U3a 

organisation.    As such they require monthly updates from The Third Age Trust on changes in 

legislation, guidance and online courses which are produced. The Chair or designated member is 

the person who would be expected to attend in person or on-line, should they so wish, at the 

Annual National AGM.    

The Chair also sits on the local Network meetings which Milford u3a, in common with Guildford, 

Farnham and Hazelmere belong to, namely the Surrey Network, and the SW Surrey and NE 

Hampshire Network.  These meetings generally have a report from Regional representative, about 

what has just been released by TAT, and often more importantly, what is coming up in the next 

month or so. The attendees then discuss some specific problems that they are having, and what 

ideas have proved successful or otherwise. Currently these are held every 6-8 weeks, and are 

now on Zoom on Thursday afternoons.  As the topics covered in both Networks are very similar, it 

is not always necessary to attend all meetings, but generally they are useful, particularly when 

new problems arose during the pandemic. 

John Oakey 
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Speaker’s Organiser – Gillian Martin 
 

I took on the role of providing our programme of speakers for “Friday Talks” very suddenly, 

because of the untimely and unexpected death of Speaker’s Organiser, Barbara Broad.  

 

Without the benefit of having shadowed the Speakers job on the Committee, I resorted to finding 

speakers from some of the other organisation that I belong to. 

 

With lockdown many speakers sent details of their zoom talks to all local U3As, so some 

recommendations have come that way. 

 

I publicise the talks in the local publications;  

Vantage Point and Round & About. 

 

I would value more suggestions from the members, of 

speakers that they recommend, or of subjects they would like 

to hear about. 

Gillian Martin.Contact:  01483 429640 

 
 
 

HELP WANTED!!!! 

PUBLICITY MANAGER and Outings 
Please consider whether you would be able to take on this position for our u3a.  This year the 

work has been undertaken by othermembers of the Committee, and who are of course, already 

committed as volunteers to do other important jobs to help this Branch to run smoothly.  This 

cannot go on.  We need someone to relieve them.  We need two new volunteers to take charge 

and to pitch their talents to these really interesting and satisfying positions.  The job grows 

according to the one organising it, so it can be as little or as much work as you are able to give it.  

These do not need to be Committee roles, although we would welcome them as additional 

committee members.  Please think about volunteering. 

chair@milford-u3a.org.uk 

 

 

The heatwave in August 2022 has broken all previous record levels.  We are 

not alone in this and wildfires have ravaged many parts of the world.  Our 

beloved sun is showing a darker side. 

  

mailto:chair@milford-u3a.org.uk
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U3A Milford Bridge Groups 

September 2022 
 

Learn to Play Bridge 

Robert 

7th and 14th Sept. then 1st and 3rd Weds 

2.00 to 4.00pm 

Milford Village Hall 

  Playing Chicago Bridge   Playing Chicago Bridge 
 
For Fun    For Fun  

      
  Cindy    Peter   
 
First Tuesday   Second Tuesday  
2.00 to 4.00pm   2.00 to 4.00pm 
Milford Village Hall   Milford Village Hall 
 

Playing Chicago Bridge 
 

For Fun 
With Expert Guidance 

 
Sam 

 
Third Tuesday 

 
Playing Chicago Bridge 

2.00 to 4.00pm 
Milford Village Hall 

 
 

 

 

Thank you, those of you who have contributed to this newsletter.  It is important to me that 

members should consider that the newsletter is theirs, as well as for Committee notices. Next 

month, September, is a new u3a year, will you update me with some ‘Group action’ photographs,  

please and with your news, stories and jokes. Editor. (pam-brown@milford-u3a.org.uk) 

  

mailto:pam-brown@milford-u3a.org.uk
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Our u3a Website 
 
Finding a group on our website: www.milford-u3a.org.uk 

 
All the information about our various Groups is available in several useful formats. 
 

From the Main Menu of the website, simply hover your cursor over ‘What WeDo’, and these 
options will appear. 
 

1. Interest Groups A-Z 
2. Our Programme 
3. Calendar 
4. Timetable – New! 
5. Group Dates– New! 
6. Where we meet 

 
Interest Groups A-Z 
 

A simple, alphabetic, list of Groups with basic information 
 

Our Programme 
 

The website copy of the Programme will be continuously updated with any Groupchanges as the 
year progresses. so the information you find here will always be the most up to dateinformation. 
Indeed, the online version has already been updated from Edition 1.0 to 1.1 with one very small 
change. 
 

Calendar 
 

Laid out just like a traditional calendar, the main advantage here is that if you open a group there 
is the option of downloading all the dates to your Smartphone calendar. 
 

Timetable 
 

The Timetable format has been provided to quickly answer suchquestions as “What can I do on a 
free Wednesday afternoon?” Simply scroll down the page to find the time-slot you are interested 
in. The format of this page is not ideal as it is currently limited by the websitesoftware. 
 

Group Dates 
 

The Group Dates format page is simply a short form of the Programme listed by Group with 
Leader, phone number and meeting dates. This should prove useful to those members who lose 
track of the dates during the season! 
 

Where we meet 
 

All the places where Groups meet with address and postcode. I hope to add a map when I can 
find a suitable method. 
 

Bob Fearnley: Webmaster. 
 

The Website is the window to our activities.  It can show the latest information or report on a 
meeting or Group news.  Is it time to update your Group description, or news?  September is a 
New u3a year.  Would you like to refresh your news?  If so contact:  
   
webmaster@milford-u3a.org.uk 

mailto:webmaster@milford-u3a.org.uk

