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Milford & District u3a Monthly Newsletter 

June 2022 

 

Spring into Summer 
Newsletter content:Chairman’s Messsage, Committee Notices,Website News – Roving photographer needed. Queen Elizabeth 

Jubilee Celebrations,Group News: Fascinating Fungi, Shakespeare and All that Jazz, A Summer Club? 

 

Chairman’s Message 

We had a successful AGM, with 66 people in attendance, together 
with 30 proxy votes. I am pleased to announce that all the returning 
Committee members were elected back onto the Committee.  
 
After the meeting concluded, we had a very informative talk given by 

Trevor Ward, about the refugees who came to Surrey as a result of 

the Munich crisis, and the subsequent invasion of Czechoslovakia.  

We are now beginning to compile next year’s programme, and is clear that whilst 

some of our larger Groups go from strength to strength, some of our smaller groups 

are struggling to replace leaders who have decided to retire from those roles after 

many years of service. If you are a member of a Group where the Leader has 

announced that they are retiring, please consider stepping up. If there is a restraint 

that prevents you from doing so, then please contact the committee, to see if we can 

find someone else to share the load, or whether a new approach is needed.   

John Oakey   chair@milford-u3a.org.uk 

JUBILEE EXHIBITION 
Godalming Museum 
27th May – 18th June 

 

’70 GLORIOUS YEARS’ 
by students of Broadwater and Charterhouse Schools. 
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GODALMING TOWN SHOW AND CARNIVAL 
4TH June 2022. 

1200 noon – 8.00pm 
 

 
 

The Godalming Town Show his year is Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee. Celebrating her Reign 
of Seventy Years. This is the theme that will celebrate the Godalming Show and Carnival, and will 
be the influence for Carnival fancy dress and stalls.  The Godalming Show and Carnival is an 
historical event. It attracts over 4,000 visitors every year who enjoy the celebration with live music 
and live entertainment. Covid has interrupted this event since the first lockdown.  In 2021 there 
was a reduced version of the show.  This year, we expect Godalming’s enthusiasm for this event 
to be fully restored. 
 
 The Jubilee Celebration will begin on: 
 
 
 
On 2nd June  Events take place at the Wilfred Noyce Centre and include: 

 
2.30 – 3.30pm  Jubilee Dance Show by the Milford & Brook School of Dance. 
 
4.30 – 5.30pm  A Jubilee Journey through 70 Years given by the Surrey  
   Youth  Theatre. 
 
7.00pm  - A Jubilee Celebration Concert Compared by David Dray which  
  includes the Rock Choir, A rousing Selection of songs,  

Godalming Theatre Group’s entertainment and a selection of Musical Theatre songs. 
Lighting of the Queen’s Lantern Ceremony with a procession from TheWilfred Noyce 
Centre led by the Godalming Band. 

 
 
On 3rd June 
 
This is a FREE Sports Taster Day.Tasters of many, many sports for all members of the family will 
be available at their various venues.   
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On 4th June    THE CENTRAL EVENT 

 
The GODALMING SHOW and CARNIVAL – KINGS AND QUEENS will take place in THE 
BURY’S FIELD. From 12.00 noon until 8.00pm 
 
This day will begin with the CARNIVAL PROCESSION through the High Street at12.00 noon. 

Stop and cheer it on, and then follow it as it winds towards the Town Show in the Burys Grounds, 
(accessible from the Crown Court Car Park or Godalming High Street), where the Parade will lead 
us to the entertainment and where the Jubilee celebrations will take place. 
 
In the evening Live Entertainment CROWN and COUNTRY: a Gala Concert of British music 
celebrating 70 glorious years. At The Great Hall, Charterhouse School, Godalming.  
Doors open 6.45pm for 7.30pm concert.There is a fee for this event - Adults £15 and under18s £5.  
Tickets are available from The Godalming Choral Society website (https://godalmingchoral.org.uk) 
or theRecord Corner Shop, (cash only), or on the door.  BOOKING RECOMMENDED   
 
On the 5th June 
 
10.30am - 11.30   Godalming Churches Together Jubilee Songs of Praise At the  
   Bandstand, Phillips Memorial Park, Godalming 
 
11.30am – 12.30 St Peter & St Paul’s Parish Church,A Jubilee Bell Peal. 
 
12.30pm -    6.30 Go Godalming Music in the Park, the Bandstand, Phillips  

Memorial Park, Godalming. A great line up of popular local bands. 
 
Bring your deck chairs, and a picnic and enjoy great music in a lovely setting by the river. 
 

For further information please visit the Town Show website https://www.godalmingtownshow.co.uk 
Godalming Museum – https://www.godalmingmuseum.co.uk 
Wilfred Noyce Centre – Town Council 01483 523575. 

 

Reminder of the Chairman’s email to Membership 6th April 22…Re u3a Day in Sept.2022  
 
U3A day this year is a celebration of the 40th Anniversary of the U3A in the UK. We are delighted 

to announce that the centre piece of our celebration, will be a concert of about an hour’s length 
given by The Singing For Fun Group led by Wayne Richardson. This will be held at Milford 
Village Hall on the afternoon of Saturday 17th September. 

There will be an opportunity for other Groups to show what they do, before or after, the concert. 
This can be by having a poster display, photographs, or some form of presentation. I would like to 
invite Group Leaders to submit something that they think is appropriate, and tell us what form that 
might take. For many Groups this might be a poster display, which could be a static display at the 
back of the Hall. However, elsewhere what groups have done is to produce a short slide show, of 
a particular walk or visit they have made. In a number of cases the fact that Groups have been 
meeting on line, has enabled groups to simply record a meeting or discussion, and to show an 
edited form. 

If you get back to us in the next month or so that would be appreciated, as we can make the 
appropriate provision in terms of an agenda, and facilities we require at the Hall for our celebration 
in September. John Oakey    chair@milford-u3a.org.uk 
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 FRIDAY AFTERNOON TALK  10th JUNE 
 

GONGOOZLING FOR BEGINNERS 
By Neil Sadler 

 
A light-hearted Journey around some of the 2,000 miles of Navigable Waters 

Tea and biscuits will be available at £1.00 
 

This will be the last talk until September 

 
• The word "gongoozling" originated in Lancashire, birthplace of Britain's canals, from 

the local slang of "gawning" and "goozling": staring and watching with the mouth agape. 

 
Group News 
 
 
WANTED; A new Group Leader. 
 

Our Current Affairs Groupclosed in April.  
This was a very vibrant group and many of us are sorry that 
it closed recently.  Hopefully, either one of the Group, or 
someone from outside it, will step up and bring all its 
members back to continue their lively discussions.   There 
is so much happening that provokes discussion at this time 
and this is the place to do it. 
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Shakespeare and all that jazz 

The original plan for a U3A Shakespeare course was 

straightforward: an enthusiastic group, meeting to enjoy a 

Shakespeare play, “King Lear” through close reading and 

discussion. 

However, events in the form of Covid restrictions 

intervened. Rather than abandon the course someone 

suggested we might try a “zoom” course instead. 

Remarkably, the IT involved, although initially 

intimidating, was soon overcome but the possibility of 

reading a play with dramatic energy and coherence in 

such a set-up was not. So, we decided on a more 

manageable something Shakespearean, something shorter, more individual but which 

could be read and shared together. 

 Shakespeare's sonnets virtually chose themselves and became a very rich and satisfying 

source of study. So, in September 2020 a group of 20 braced themselves to tackle 

something new and challenging.  

We focused specifically on form, structure, feeling and impact of the sonnets.  We 

discussed notions of originality, imitation, elaboration and poetic debate and, most 

importantly, the voice the reader finds on the page when reading aloud or silently. This 

voice gives poetic access to the situation or dialogue in the sonnet itself. We read 14 

sonnets in all (out of 154) finding recurrent and substantial themes of time, transience, 

love, change, mortality and loss interwoven in a very moving way. All this was within the 

formidable discipline of the sonnet form, with its power, dexterity and emotion intelligence. 

The spirit of engagement and enquiry within the group was strong and there was a sense 

that it would be good to take it further. As a result, in April 2021, still in lockdown, we began 

reading Jane Austin's “Persuasion”, chosen because it was comparatively short and like 

the sonnets packed with powerful feelings of love lost and found in a disciplined and 

accessible form. We perceived Jane Austin not as an inspired amateur, the spinster with 

her pen alongside her knitting needles, but as an acute and professional writer, part of a 

new generation of women writers in the early 19th century. “Persuasion” expressed the 

drama of inner and outer lives, a sense of loss, sadness and neglect, finally of finding love 

and happiness delayed (and nearly destroyed) by social pressures and obligations.  

Group enthusiasm was such that our original plan to read “King Lear” was the focus of the 

group for 2021 – 2022. We were now able to meet as a group, monthly, at St. John's 

Church Milford and find our way through “King Lear”, the grandest effort of Shakespeare's 

dramatic imagination in ways that were rigorous, thoughtful, challenging and enjoyable. 

The energy and appetite for Shakespeare continues and the group will meet again for 

2022 – 2023, twice monthly, from December to April with a reading and study of “Measure 

for Measure”.If the prospect appeals, why not join us? 

John-taylor@milford-u3a.org.uk 
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Exploring the Local Countryside 
 

Fascinating Fungi 
 

Sara Shepley will be guiding us through the local countryside on walks to discover 
some ofthe thousands of fungi which exist, many of them locally.  She says that… 
 
‘There are over 2000 species of fungi in this country and locally we can find a good 
variety of them.  These walks are for anyone who would like to explore the world of 
Turkey Tails, Destroying Angels and Cavaliers and find out a bit more about 
them. 
 
Autumn is the best time to look for fungi and we should find a wide range from 

brackets to jelly fungi. One word of caution though - these walks are not intended to be about 
identification of edible species, so if that is your main interest, please don’t sign up!’ 
Sara-shepley@milford-u3a.org.uk 
 

A Summer Club 
 
Do you like the idea of a summer club?  The idea is for people to have some contact during what 
can be a long break from u3a meetings.  You might meet up in a café perhaps, or you might go on 
a few outings or visits, or just generally get together.  If you think that you would like to join such a 
club, contact this newsletter and we’ll see what can be done. pam-brown@milford-u3a.otg.uk 

 
 
Have you ever thought of our u3a as a DIY CLUB? 

 
It is a bit like that.  Someone who has special knowledge because of occupation 

before retiring, or has an interest, a skill, or hobby, offers to share this knowledge with the other 
members of the Branch.  Then this person will also see that there are other people who are 
offering to share something which he/she would like to know more about, and so he signs up to 
join a group being led by someone else.  
 
He and the Leader of that group, both share the different fields of knowledge that they have to 
offer.  Most people could offer to set up a group, even a very small one.  That is how the u3a 
exists.  Without volunteer leaders, there would be no u3a.  How many members of our Branch are 
hiding a great gift that could be shared with the rest of us, and thereby could be keeping our 
Branch as a very vital one?  The u3a is like an international group of DIY ‘clubs’ that have created 
a third age life purpose for many people, and a life saver for many too.  The act of sharing is 
rewarding to both giver and receiver. 
 

 
Vicar to cottager: (over the gate of his cottage garden) –‘Isn’t it wonderful what you and God have 
achieved together in this garden.’ 
Cottager to Vicar: It is Vicar – but you should have seen what it was like when he had it to himself.’ 
 

 
This Newsletter will be taking a break during July, but it will be up and running again in 
August – ready to report on preparation for the new u3a year in September. Keep the news 
coming in, please.The closing date for entries to the August Issue is 27th July 
 
Happy Holidays 


