
Milford & District u3a Monthly E-Newsletter: October 2021 

 

Hello Everybody 

This E-Newsletter has seen our Groups opening up for the new academic year 2021-
2022.  One of them is featured in this edition.*** 
 

Chairman’s Message 
It has been a pleasure to see 70% of our Groups meeting in 

September, and with the holiday season coming to a close 

we will see a further 20% of our Groups meeting in October. 

A few groups have decided to meet on-line, but the majority 

are meeting face to face with various restrictions 

determined by the Halls, and the Groups themselves. 

If you haven’t joined a Group as yet, then please contact 

the Group Leaders as they can tell you how the Groups are 

meeting safely.  

As well as welcoming back our long standing members, we have a number of new 

members, and this is an opportunity for those who want to start up a new Interest 

Group to see what level of interest there might be.  If you have an idea then please 

send us the details, so that we can incorporate them in the next E-Newsletter and  

on the web site. 

More generally the U3A across the Country is meeting up, and in particular I would 

like to mention the study days run by The Surrey Network .The link is on the 

Noticeboard of our web site, 

John Oakey  Phone 
01483 415121   
chair@milford-u3a.org.uk 
 



Our Programme has been updated, with various group changes.  The latest Fifth 

Edition can be found here: 
 www.milford-u3a.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Programme-2021-22.pdf 

 
 

Review of the Friday Afternoon Talk on 10th September  

The History of Jazz –Speaker: Roger Brown  

On Friday 10th September, Milford U3A opened the doors of Milford Village Hall for 

the first time in eighteen months and welcomed Roger Brown, raconteur, writer, 

musician, actor and director. It was well worth the wait as Roger delivered an 

amusing and informative tour de force of jazz from its humble beginnings in people’s 

homes, to the present day.  

Although the number attending didn’t exceed 25, judging by the foot tapping, 

applause and laughter, everyone in the hall had a thoroughly enjoyable and 

worthwhile afternoon. 

 It is worth mentioning that due to sudden and unexpected changes to Roger’s 

schedule, it is the measure of the man that he drove from Stockport in the morning 

and was returning immediately he’d finished in Milford, rather than let us down. 

Despite Gillian’s offers of tea and cakes at Secretts he seemed happy enough with a 

bottle of water. A charming and unassuming gentleman with a wide range of talents. 

Thank you.  

Whilst collecting names on the door, many I spoke to expressed their disappointment 

that due to current Covid restrictions we were unable to provide tea and cakes. The 

absence of ginger cake was high on the list of missing items!  

Therefore you’ll all be pleased to hear that the kitchen will be back in use for our next 

meeting on Friday 8th October. There might, just might, be some ginger cake. Come 

along and see!  Lisa Seeley 

Monthly Friday Talk 8th October 2.00 – 3.00pm 
 

Search and Rescue Speaker: Rosy Jordan.    
 

Rosy Jordan is a Search and Rescue Volunteer 
based in Woking.   
Surrey Search & Rescue is a voluntary specialist 
search team which assists the emergency 
services to find missing vulnerable adults and 
children. They are on-call 24 hours a day, with a 
team of 80+ people and search dogs, to respond 
across Surrey and surrounding areas. 

Publicity & Friday Speakers. Contact Gillian Martin  
Phone 01483 429640  or email publicity@milford-
u3a.org.uk 



 
Our Featured Group for October 
***Ukuleles of the Third Age***   
 
 

Covid may have stopped us, but now we're back to 
play  
Our little ukuleles, each & every day.  
We'll strike a wrong chord now & then  
But the fun we'll have when we play again   
Will only make us happ-ay!  
 
Pop in to St. Marks Community Centre any 1st t & 3rd 

Friday between 10.30-1pm to  see/ hear what we do. 

I can even give you a shaker to join in with us!  New 

members most welcome, even if you can only play the 

triangle! Lorna. 

 

Digital Workshop Group: 

Twenty-six members (including the three leaders) attended the Burton Pavilion for 
the first meeting of this new group.  Due to it being the first meeting we had no idea 
of the topics our members would like to know more about, so much of the time was 
taken up with two presentations: How the Internet Works & What is a Computer.  We 
were prevented from showing some of the items we intended because the Pavilion's 
broadband connection had died the day before!  From the discussions that took 
place, it was evident that there is great interest in learning more about smartphones, 
and in particular, how to manage photographs on them.  This is likely to be our main 
topic next on 22nd October. If you would like to join us or have a technology topic 
you would like to know more about please let me know:  bob-fearnley@milford-
u3a.org.uk 

Love of Poetry Connects the u3a Movement 
Thursday 7 October, 10am - Celebrating National Poetry Day 

Thursday 7 October, 2pm - Anglo Saxon Poetry  

 

For National Poetry Day on 7 October, we have two special events. South Bucks u3a 

member Hilda will be reading poetry from across the four nations of the UK and Jane 

from Guildford u3a will be talking about Anglo-Saxon poetry.  

On our Sources blog this month, our speakers Hilda and Jane discuss what it is 

about poetry that compels them. Read it on our Sources blog and we would love to 

hear from you about why you love poetry. 

Hold down the CTRL key and click either of the Thursday programmes 



 
URGENT! - Vacancies still waiting for Volunteers: 
Outings Organiser 
This popular group needs a leader.  Perhaps one of 
you who has enjoyed the outings  we had before 
lockdown would be willing, as an experienced Outings 
Person, to become the leader as soon as we can 
resume outings again. Jenny, our previous leader is 
willing to offer help.  
 

Social Media 
Are you familiar with the social media platforms?  There are many. 
Your experience would be very helpful to our team.  It’s 
knowledge, not qualifications, that we’re looking for.  If you could 
help to advise with your knowledge of any of them, Please contact 
our webmaster Bob Fearnley for information, by email at: 

webmaster@milford-u3a.org.uk 

 

  Our U3A website – Have you looked at our lively 

new website recently? (www.milford-u3a.org.uk)? 
There is a useful section called Noticeboard which gives 
information about u3a events and events by other 
organisations that we think would interest you.   
Under the section Blogs and Photos there are 

wonderful photos of places visited by our walkers, activity 
photos from singing and Ukulele groups, even warnings of potential computer 
scams. Can you add some news or photographs, or tales about how you coped 
during the last two years? Contact Webmaster, Bob Fearnley with any of these 

things and he will publish them on the website. Send him an email and attachment 
and he will do the rest.webmaster@milford-u3a.org.uk. 

Some of our Groups are close to being full, whilst several have substantial 
vacancies.  The main way of advertising that Groups have vacancies, is via our 
website (www.milford-u3a.org.uk) or in the monthly E-Newsletter (Pamela Brown. 
pam-brown@milford-u3a.org.uk) 
 

Time to Smile  

Never, in a million years, could I have imagined I would go into a 

bank with a mask on and ask for money. 
 

Have you something to tell us in the November E-Newsletter?  What is 

the most amusing, notable, disappointing, most interesting news from 

your Group?  All contributions welcome.  Will your Group be featured 

next time?   Pamela Brown.(pam-brown@milford-u3a.org.uk) 


